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Curb Motorsports opens new museum; old site razed
Old museum makes way for medical offices at North C ~ arolina Research

Campus

By Hugh Fisher

Kannapolis Citizen

The new Curb Motorsports
museum is ready for visitors
and will open its doors on

> STAYin the

Monday morning, Dec. 3, with : il \I( )\\

a possible grand opening

event to follow after the first of
the year, according to general - o
manager Jerry Spurgeon. = 704.633.8950
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The new 20,000-square-foot The new Curb Motorsports building located on Dale
building on bale Earnhardt Earnhardt Blvd. in Kannapolis is set to open to vis itors.

. Photo by Jon C. Lakey , Salisbury Post.
Boulevard is not far from the

site of the former Curb building
on Chestnut Street, which was razed two weeks ago to make room for medical offices
at the North Carolina Research Campus.

Spurgeon called the move bittersweet, although he was glad to see the new museum
opening its doors.

"It's going to be nice," he said of the new location.

The new museum — constructed by David Murdock's Castle & Cooke in exchange for
the Chestnut Street land and building owned by Mike Curb — carries a price tag of $1.8
million. The architecture and appearance match that of buildings being built nearby at
the N.C. Research Campus.

The museum is the new home of the extensive collections of memorabilia that Curb has
amassed in years as both a racing team owner and music industry stalwart — most of
which were on display in the former museum.

These include Dale Earnhardt's 1980 Winston Cup championship car and many other
Winston Cup and Busch Series racing cars, trophies and other memorabilia.

Also on display are gold records from
Curb Records stars. Curb has managed
LeAnn Rimes, Tim McGraw and Sawyer
Brown, among others.

Mike Curb, whose race team featured
both Earnhardt and Richard Petty during
the 1980s, said that he hopes the new
facility will be more than just a museum.

"It is my hope that in addition to being a
motorsports and music museum, that
someday we can create a motorsports
and music research center that could tie
in with other educational institutions,"
Curb said in interview via e-mail from his
Nashville headquarters.

Curb also spoke highly of his longtime
friendship with Murdock, saying that he



hoped the museum would be a part of
the new achievements to come in
Kannapolis.

"Almost everything that David Murdock
has ever started has been enormously
successful," Curb said. "I believe the
Kannapolis Research Campus will be
one of the greatest campuses of its kind
in the world."

Yet even before the new Curb building
has officially opened, some have tried
unsuccessfully to spoil things.

Five of the large plate-glass windows
that face Dale Earnhardt Boulevard,
showcasing cars and trophies within,
were shot out just days after the building

on Cup Championship car that
drove for owner by Mike Curb is
Curb Motorsports Museum in
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roadway
and
the exterior of the building.

"We've got enough cameras now so that we can take a complete picture of the road,"
Spurgeon said.

The brand-new cameras have enough resolution to capture clear images of cars and of
license plates, showing traffic traveling in both directions.

That will help keep the many NASCAR and American music displays inside safe and
sound.

The museum's regular operating hours will be 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday,
with weekends set aside for special events and private tours.

For more information, contact Curb Motorsports at 704-938-6121.
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